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proceeding towards the Dekhan from Malwa, (of which province he had been for a short time governor), sought the friendship of the Affgiian chief against the Court of Delhi, which treatened him with an attack. Dost Mahomed, from political motives, not only declined the Nizam's alliance, but acceded to*the requisition of his enemies, by aiding them with a force under his brother .(Meer Mahomed Khan), who was slain in an action that ensued, in which the Nizam obtained the victory. The Affghan chief, alarmed at having incurred the resentment of so powerful a prince, offered his, then, only son (Yar Mahomed Khan) as an hostage for his future good conduct, The Nizam satisfied witlj this pledge, left him in tranquil possession of the countries he had subdued, and formed into a principality. Dost Mahomed died at the age of 66 (5). He assumed the title of nuwab after the death of Aurungzeb, and it was amid the disturbances of that period that he formed the Principality of Bhopal. Whatever might have been his defects, there can be no doubts of his talents. He was deemed, even in a tribe where valour is a common quality, a man of remarkable courage. His life was for more than 30 years
(5) As Aurungzeb died on 21st February 1707, the Bhopal Principality must have been formed about 40 years ago, as Dost Mahomed came to Hindostan some years before the emperor's death.
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